
Drift recovery progress

HAWERA FAULT 
2,100m

Sequence of events timeline

	▲ Tracking ahead of time 	●  Tracking on time 	■ Delayed 

FORENSICS PERSONNEL CHALLENGES

	● Preparations for installing 
VCD2

CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENTS HEALTH, SAFETY AND WELLBEING

	● Training on standing  
roof support props while 
in BG4s

	● JHA schedule for PBIS 
equipment removal  has 
commenced

OPERATIONS

	● Single shift operations  
have commenced

	● Reconnaissance barrier  
at Rocsil plug 2244m

	● Refuge chamber at 2080m
	● Additional LHD loader 

arrived on site
	● Removal of conveyor boot 

end from grizzly

Progress and status

170m BARRIER REMOVED  
JANUARY 2020

PIT BOTTOM IN STONE 
1880m

FAULTS 
30m / 185m / 300 – 500m / 1,060m / 2,100m

ROBOTS RECOVERED 
532m / 759m / 944m / 953m / 1,566m

RUSSELL’S LOADER  
1,560m

ROCSIL PLUG  
2,236-2,246m

PRRA | Working in partnership with the Pike River families 
Drift recovery progress and timeline status report

MEDIA ENQUIRIES CONTACT   media@pikeriverrecovery.govt.nz	 www.pikeriverrecovery.govt.nz

MINE WORKINGS

N

Mine workings comprise around  

4.3 km of inner tunnels, from  

where the coal was extracted.

PORTAL

500m1,000m1,500m2,000m2,300m

Note:  The drift rises from the 

portal (far right) at a gradient 

of approximately 1 in 10.

PRRA  
established 
31 January 2018

Minister approves  
single entry 
14 November 2018

Nitrogen plant  
started up 
13 December 2018

Miners start  
forensic training 
15 February 2019

30m barrier  
breached 
21 May 2019

Rocsil plug  
installed 
4 November 2019

Through  
170m barrier 
17 December 2019

Missing letter  
found 
10 January 2020

Loader driven by  
Russell Smith recovered 
6 August 2020

Installation of ventilation control device 
and tunnel through Rocsil plug 
Goal for January 2021

2244m  
Forensic scene  
examination  
12 January 2021
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Hazards
No significant  

hazards

0  
WorkSafe site visits 

year to date

Progress  
Reconnaissance barrier  

at Rocsil plug 
2244m

2244m
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